Note:  This is a sample letter your school can send to parents explaining the project.  (You can have access to this document via our Web Site at www.sopar.ca) 

Children changing the world!   

Schools Working Together
Dear parents,  

This year, our school is participating in the Children Changing the World project as a way of engaging students in an action of solidarity with developing countries.  
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According to the World Bank, 72 million children in age to go elementary school would have been deprived of elementary education in 2005! The purpose of this project is to:
 - Introduce Canadian youth to global issues;

 - Foster values of solidarity and cooperation;

 - Instil confidence in youth on their ability to improve the world;

 - Enable youth to gain a greater appreciation of cultural diversity.
This project is being undertaken in collaboration with SOPAR,
a non profit international cooperation organization.
The steps of the project

· The project begins with classroom activities designed to increase students’ awareness of learning conditions in India.

·  During the two weeks following these activities, the students will engage in extra chores or other fundraising activities in order to raise $800. This amount will be used to equip a class with desks and benches in a village of India. 
· Once your school has registered, SOPAR coordinates with his partner in India the installation of the desks and benches and to ensure that the project is finished before the end of the school year. Desks and benches will allow between 30-50 pupils to benefit from a proper learning environment.
· At the end of the school year, the teacher will receive a sample thank you letter along with a photo of the newly outfitted Indian classroom. The school will also receive a commemorative plaque.

The children’s project! 
The aim of this project is for students to feel that their actions can have an impact across the planet. Student participation in this project is voluntary as it is important that they feel a sense of ownership. We encourage children not to ask for money outright from their parents but to earn their contribution by taking on extra household chores or participating to other fundraising activities.  
Through this project, we hope to encourage youth to become responsible and involved citizens who are confident in their ability to positive contributions in the world around them. We hope you will be interested in encouraging your child throughout this project.
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